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The Coat of Arms of the Most Rev.

JOSE ROJAS ROJAS JR.

Bishop of Libmanan

BLASON

Dexter side (Coat of arms of the Diocese of Libmanan):
Parted per pale Argent and Or, over all a lily slipped counterchanged of the first and the
second, stemmed and leaves Vert, charged with the letter “M” Azure; a bordure also impaled
and counterchanged of the first and the second, charged with 12 crosses pattée of the fourth.
Sinister side (Personal coat of arms of Bishop Jose Rojas Rojas Jr.):
Azure, a chape ployé Or, with the sun in splendour above a mound of three coupeaux issuant
from the base point, all of the last; the Dexter chape with the crowned monogram of the
Blessed Virgin of the first; the sinister chape with a staff and carpenter’s square in saltire, all

Tenneé.

Behind the shield is a bishop’s cross, all are surmounted by a Roman galero with six tassels
pendant at both sides in 1, 2 and 3 all Vert.

Motto: “Ipsi gloria in saecula”, “To him be glory forever” (Romans 11:36)
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As per ecclesiastical heraldic tradition, the coat of arms of the
incumbent bishop is impaled with the coat of arms of his jurisdiction,
the Diocese of Libmanan, symbolic of his spiritual marriage to
his See. The dexter (viewer’s left) side, in the tradition of Catholic
Ecclesiastical Heraldry, is the place of the Diocese’s coat of arms.

The Diocese of Libmanan was established by the late Pope St. John
Paul I as a Territorial Prelature on December 9, 1989, appointing the
Most Rev. Prospero Arellano as its first Bishop-Prelate. On May 19,
2008, the late Pope Benedict XVI appointed the Most. Rev. Jose Rojas
Jr. as its second Bishop-Prelate, and in March 25, 2009, the same
Pope elevated the Prelature to the dignity of a Diocese. The coat of
arms of the diocese, first revealed during the Canonical Erection of
the Diocese on June 19, 2009, is revised according to the norms of
heraldry.

The field, border and the lily are impaled in Argent (silver) and Or (gold),
colors of the Papal Flag, symbolizing the fidelity of the Diocese to Our
Lord Jesus Christ and the successor of Saint Peter. The coat of arms
of the Diocese on the Dexter side is dimidiated as the usual practice in
ecclesiastical heraldry when impaled coats of arms have border.

The letter M in Azure (blue) stands for the Blessed Virgin Mary, who
is honored in the diocese as Queen and Patroness under the title of
Our Lady of the Pillar. According to tradition, Our Lady appeared
to St. James the Greater while in prayer at the banks of the Ebro
in modern-day Zaragoza, Spain to encourage him in his missionary
journey; this was the first apparition of Mary and happened when
she was still alive. St. James the Greater is also the titular of the
cathedral of Libmanan.

The lily, aside from alluding to the purity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
is also the symbol of St. Joseph, her Most Chaste Spouse, and the
Principal Patron of the Diocese. According to tradition, among the
staves of the many suitors of Mary, the staff of St. Joseph bloomed
with flowers to signify his being chosen by God to be her spouse
and to be the head of the Holy Family. The color of the flower is
counterchanged with silver and gold to avoid the error of placing a
white lily on a white background.
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The crosses around the shield represent the Universal Church
founded on the faith of the twelve Apostles, which is lived out in
the Local Church of Libmanan through small communities in the
parishes called the Saradit na Kristianong Komunidad.

The impalement of the diocesan coat of arms with the personal arms
of the incumbent bishop emphasizes that, although the bishop may
change, the Church of God in the Diocese of Libmanan continues
unchanged.

On the sinister side is the personal coat of arms of the Most Rev.
Jose Rojas Rojas Jr., D. D. revised according to the norms of heraldry,
as indicated by the document of the Secretariat of State “Ut sive
sollicite” (March 31, 1969), n. 28.

The radiant sun is a symbol of St. Thomas Aquinas, the Doctor
Angelicus (Angelic Doctor) whose writings, illuminated by Divine
Truth, provide immense light for the Church. He was the inspiration
of Bishop Rojas to study Theology as a seminarian of the Holy Rosary
Seminary and the University of Santo Tomas Central Seminary, and
as pastor and theologian he continues to take inspiration from the
saint. The sun also manifests the glory of God and represents Jesus
Christ, the Sun of Justice (Malachi 4:2) and “the Light of the world”
(John 8:12; 9:5).

The Marian Monogram refers to the devotion of Bishop Rojas to
the Blessed Virgin Mary who, from the early days of his seminary
formation until the present, has always been a very significant part
of his life. Bishop Rojas had his formation in the Holy Rosary Minor
and Major Seminaries and the UST Central Seminary, all under the
patronage of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary. After his priestly
ordination, he served as Parochial Vicar of the Shrine of Our Lady
of Penafrancia. Then he took further studies in Moral Theology at
the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, under the patronage
of Mary, Seat of Wisdom. Upon his return, he served as Formator
and Rector of the Holy Rosary Major Seminary. After which, he was
assigned Parish Priest of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception
Parish, Naga City.
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The staff and carpenter’s square are symbols of St. Joseph, the
namesake and personal patron saint of Bishop Rojas. The symbols
refer to the saint’s role as head of the Holy Family and his trade as a
carpenter. The symbols of Jesus, Mary and Joseph together make up
the Holy Family.

The three mounds in base refer to three important places in the
life of Bishop Rojas: the island of Catanduanes where his family
is from, the island of Cebu where he was born, and Mount Isarog
representing Camarines Sur where he grew up and the Archdiocese
of Caceres where he was incardinated as deacon and priest for 25
years and where he formerly served as Auxiliary Bishop from 2005
to 2008.

The arrangement of the field, divided with a chapé ployé, is patterned
after the coat of arms of the late Pope Benedict XVI in honor of him
who made him Bishop in 2005.

“Ipsi gloria in saecula”, “To him be glory forever” is inspired by St.
Paul’s Letter to the Romans (11:33-36): “How deep are the riches and
wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his judgments
and how unsearchable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the
Lord or who has been his counselor? Or who has given him anything
that he may be repaid?’ For from him and through him and for him
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” Ever since he was
a seminarian, this is the Bishop’s favorite Scriptural text, which he
knows by heart.
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The previous design of the Bishop’s coat of arms was done by in 2005 by
Rev. Fr. Jerome Rafael A. Gonzales with the description written by then-
Rev. Fr. Rex Andrew C. Alarcon, now Archbishop of Caceres.



